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The Challenge of 

Decarbonization

u Need to radically reduce use of 
fossil fuels to address climate 
change and reduce local air 
pollution problems

u What is the power structure 
around the manufacturing of 
climate change and smog within 
industrializing societies? 

u Who leads whom in the power 
relationship between energy 
industries and states? What about 
China, the most rapidly 
industrializing economy?
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Research 

Question 

and 

Hypothesis

The thesis explores how, in China, the 
necessity to address environmental 
issues has transformed the way in 

which the state exercises its 
power over the economy, particularly 

over the electric power system.

The political recognition of the need to 
address environmental concerns has 

increased the use of commands in the 
economy, and hindered efforts to 

rationalise the use of political power 
over market development.



Method and 

Concepts

Transformations 

as the 

Continuation of 

the Politics of 

Modern State 

Formation 

Transformation

Not a critical juncture

Not a transition

A political process 
involving ideological
controntations and 
conflicts of interests

(Newell, Leach, 2015)

State

Not an Organisation

Not an objectively 
bounded entity separated 

from society

A political
enterprise acting on and 

through the economy and 
society via the practice of 

its institutions (Mitchell, 
1991; Shue, 1988)



The Power Sector

u Large social transformation 
and state power core 

dilemmas involved in letting 

states regulate individual 

conducts, between freedom 

and coercion, to induce such 

change

u Meaning of production of 

electricity as a òCommanding 

Heightó of the Chinese 
Economy? 



FIELDWORK

u 51 Interviews

1. Snowballing

2. Bottom -up

u Participant activities

1. Energy industry 

events

2. Wechat groups


